A FAITHFUL RESPONSE FROM AREA CHURCHES THROUGH LOVE In the Name of Christ
Hundreds of volunteers mobilized to support the victims of the Southview Apartment Fire
Most of this article was a part of the Summer, 2016 Love INC Newsletter

When the fire at Southview Place Apartments occurred on Wednesday, April 6, 2016 no one envisioned the
magnitude of this problem. The 131 residents were displaced and inconvenienced, yet patient and hopeful. Of
those, fourteen lived in the Red Cross Shelter for eight days or more…quite uncomfortable for seniors with
medical issues. Love INC volunteers were there to provide clothes and rides, teamwork and compassion.
When these residents were informed on Tuesday, April 19 that they would not be permitted to move back to
their apartments, 131 Littleton neighbors became homeless. Additionally, they were instructed to move all of
their belongings out within 2-9 days! Love INC volunteers were there to pack and move, providing friendship, a
listening ear, and manual labor, trucks, and storage units!
Now that the news reports about this fire have ended, there are still many residents that
don’t have a place to live permanently, and are now removed from their support network.
There are numerous “small crises” in process. Love INC volunteers are still working with
residents to provide ongoing support during this time of transition. They still need help
finding housing, moving their belongings from storage, and unpacking.
Love INC volunteers helped their neighbors in numerous ways by:
Delivering a second set of clothes (purchased new, according to the residents’ wishes for size/style)
Doing laundry and driving to appointments
Walking alongside those in the shelter by visiting with them and attending update meetings
Conducting intakes of 36 residents in order to best identify emerging needs
Organizing the move out of 36 complete apartments, and assisted with another 25-30
Fire Response by the Numbers:
33 churches sent volunteers to assist in various capacities throughout this disaster
More than 300 shifts of volunteers spent more than 1000 hours packing and moving
Dozens more volunteers spent more than 350 hours planning and organizing the relief efforts
Love INC dedicated an estimated $21,195 in relief ($15,205 actual and $5990 in-kind)
Love INC of Littleton can be reached for further information at info@loveinclittleton.org or 303-798-0037.
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